
 
 

 

Oct. 6, 2006 

 
ONE FABULOUS YEAR: 
 

 
It seems like just yesterday, 
but in fact, it has been a year 
since Governor Bredesen 
named George M. Little as 
Commissioner of the 
Tennessee Department of 
Correction.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
This week, Deputy 
Commissioner Ray, DSNF 
Acting Warden Gil Mathis and 
staff celebrated the anniversary 
with a surprise party for 
Commissioner Little.  
 
 



 
 
 

 
Jim Thrasher, the Commissioner’s Legislative 
Liaison, acts as emcee of the event.  Jim wrote 
and recited a poem honoring Commissioner 
Little. 
 
The lively ceremony also included videotaped 
well wishes from several wardens who were 
unable to attend. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Door prizes” were handed out to a few lucky employees.  They received 
placards for prime downtown Nashville parking compliments of the 
Commissioner.  He just didn’t know it nor do the spaces exist.  Nice thought 
though.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Bill Hutcherson and I perform a song written by Bryce Coatney to the tune 
of “Unforgettable” which Bryce titled, “Our Commissioner.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Warden Virginia Lewis and Deputy Warden Andrew Lewis from STSRCF 
join Commissioner Little and Assistant Commissioner Posey for the 
celebration.  

 
 
 
 
Commissioner Little took a 
moment to recognize new 
TDOC employees who’ve 
joined in the past year.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
THEN, THE REALLY GOOD PART, CAKE! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                                                                                    

      Long lines formed for the cake! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Commissioner Little we wish you many more years 
as our fabulous leader! 
 
 
 
 



 
THEY’RE HERE:  The first shipment of pre-cast cells has arrived at MCCX. 
The fully furnished cells were set last Wednesday with many more to come.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MLCC NEWS:  
 
25 East High School students and 3 chaperones toured the facility on 
October 5, in to learn about the "Keeping It Real" Program. 

 
 
 
MCCX NEWS:  
 
 
On Thursday, 10-05-06, Officer Brandon Floyd with the Clinton Police 
Department brought a group of his high school criminal justice students for 
a "straight talk" program visit.  Teacher Jack McInnis and CCO Robert 
Phillips help coordinate the tour. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



EMPLOYEE APPRECIATION AT STSRCF:   
 

 STSRCF, honored its 
employees this week with 
an action packed 
appreciation day.  The 
event included 
hamburgers, hotdogs, 
coleslaw, potato salad, 
strawberry shortcake and 
cookies.   

 
 
It was a beautiful day and staff enjoyed horseshoes, card games and board 
games as well as just sitting around and talking to other staff members.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff expressed their appreciation 
to STSRCF management for 
holding the event.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
ONE MORE TIME:   
 
Last week we told you about the successful audit at BMCX and MCCX, 
here’s a picture of the people who helped make it happen.  Sorry, Warden 
David Mills is in the picture again.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
A NEW RIDE:  
 
The new K-9 vehicle has arrived at NWCX.  Pictured are Warden Tommy 
Mills and Deputy Warden Brenda Jones presenting K-9 Corporal Easton 
Lebo and Niko with the keys.   
Other facilities also received 
delivery of their new vehicles 
recently.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION:  
 

 
 

 
 
 
A crew from Film Nashville sets up equipment at RMSI this week to begin 
work on a documentary called, “A Bend in the River”.  The project is aimed 
at inmates who have sincerely demonstrated a desire for personal 
transformation and rehabilitation.  The documentary is expected to be 
shown at the Nashville Film Festival as well as public broadcasting 
stations.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
A NOTE FROM ASST. COMMISSIONER POSEY:  
 
There have been some changes in job assignments or 
positions within the central office that I would like to bring 
to your attention. Some of the employees are transferring 
within the department while one employee has left for a 
great opportunity in another state agency. 
First of all, we say goodbye to Valerie Oliver, our 
Assistant Director for Fiscal Services, who has left the 
department to go to Commerce and Insurance where she 
will be the chief Fiscal Director for their department.  We 
wish her well in her new endeavor and appreciate all her 
hard work while she was with our department.  Garland 
Johnson will be working the civil service register to fill this 
position soon. 
Also leaving the Fiscal Services area is David Silcox.  Fortunately he is staying 
within Administrative Services.  David’s new job assignment is as the Director of 
Purchasing for our department. David brings to the position years of correctional 
experience, both in security and administrative services, as well as a solid 
background in accounting, state fiscal systems, and warehouse/commissary 
operations. 
Nola Butler is moving to a new job function that has long been a need in this 
department.  She will be assisting with the formation of the Local Jails Resource 
Office.  The budget of $134,263,000 for local jails is just over 20% of our 
department’s total budget.  There have been no positions within the department to 
provide program support for many years, but with the continued growth of the 
felon population in local jails the needs have grown to have an office within our 
department that can monitor population and programs, ensure state laws and 
department guidelines are current and conform to best practices, coordinate 
training for TOMIS usage, and serve as a program resource to local governments. 
Transferring into Administrative Services is Pat Ryan who joins us from the 
Tennessee Correction Academy where he has been an instructor for the past 
several years.  Before that time Pat worked at DeBerry (both old and new) and 
Charles Bass in security.  Pat will be assisting me in many areas of Administrative 
Services and will be taking on some special projects that will benefit TDOC 
operations. 
 
I greatly appreciate everything that all of you do to support this department.  Let 
me know if you have any questions on any of these changes. 
 
Catherine Posey 
Assistant Commissioner for Administrative Services. 



 
 
 
 
AND MANY MORE:  Central Office staff helped celebrate the birthday of Carolyn 
Fielder, Executive Secretary to Assistant Commissioner Colson.  Carolyn, one of 
the most professional and sweetest women you’ll ever meet, turned “29” I’m told. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
As we kick off tobacco free programs in TDOC facilities below are three questions 
EVERY smoker needs to ask. 
  
1. Do you remember why you started smoking? 
2. Do the reasons you started smoking still exist? 
3. Have you ever considered you might be better off as a non-smoker? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
SO LONG:   
 
After seven years, Assistant 
Fiscal Director Valerie Oliver has 
left us. Valerie accepted a 
position at the Division of 
Commerce and Insurance as 
Fiscal Director.  Assistant Commissioner Cathy Posey joined staff in send-off party 
for Valerie.  
 

 
  
 

 
   
 
 
I’m betting she’ll come back eventually because she misses us already.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
FRIEND (frend) noun. 1. A person whom one knows, likes, and trusts. 2. A 
person whom one knows; an acquaintance. 3. A person with whom one is allied in 
a struggle or cause; a comrade. 
 

 
Sgt. George Biddix and Officer Tom 
Jobes, CBCX, Site 2. 
 
 
There is one thing Sgt. Biddix and 
Officer Jobes can tell you without 
hesitation; few things are as important 
in life as having a true friend.  It’s a 
lesson they may have picked up while 
serving with the 101st Airborne Division 
in Vietnam in the mid 1960’s to early 
70’s.  Both men were paratroopers 
and tell me they experienced things 

that most of us could not begin to comprehend.  It wasn’t until years after the war 
that Sgt. Biddix and Officer Jobes met, although they were in country at the same 
time and in the same unit.  “It was an instant bond,” says Officer Jobes.  “He’s like 
my extended family.”   
“We are extremely close, says Sgt. Biddix.  The training we received as 
paratroopers was so vicious and so difficult, that there’s a trust between us that 
goes both ways.  If you don’t have that, you don’t have anything.” 
“I give him a hug everyday I see him,” says Jobes. “People don’t understand how 
much I love this guy.  I would not have come to TDOC if I could not work with Sgt. 
Biddix, I look forward to seeing him everyday.   He knows if he needs anything, 
day or night, I’m going to be there whatever it takes and the same for him.  I look 
to Sgt. Biddix for guidance.  There were no racial barriers between us, we have a 
bond. He’s my brother.  That’s the way it’s going to be until one of us dies.  It’s a 
rarity in life to find a real friend.  My grandmother said if you have one true friend in 
life, it’s better than 1,000 so-called friends.”   
As for advice for younger officers, Biddix and Jobes offer this:  “You only get out of 
this experience in TDOC what you put into it.  Other people are looking at you, 
they look at how you do your job, whether you go the extra mile by arriving early, 
ironing your uniform, shining your shoes, brushing your hair.  That draws attention 
to you.  Coming to work a little early.  People of higher rank pay attention to those 
things.  When you come here, be yourself, don’t pretend to be something you’re 
not and treat everybody with respect like you would want to treat your family 
member or a friend.” 



 
 
A FRIEND INDEED:  
 
 

 
 
"A mirror reflects a man's face, 
but what he is really like is 
shown by the kind of friends he 
chooses."  
- Proverbs 27:19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
"Met you as a stranger, took you as a friend, hope we meet in Heaven 
where friendship never ends" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS: 
 
  
Mrs. Jackie Omtvedt, wife of Corporal Roy Omtvedt, RMSI, and daughter-in-law of 
Lieutenant James and Linda Omtvedt, CBCX, passed away at her home on 
Monday, October 2.  Services were held this week in Joelton, TN. Please keep the 
Omtvedt's in your prayers. 

 
 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK:  
 
“None of us, including me, ever do great things. But we can all do small 
things with great love and together we can do something wonderful.” 
-Mother Teresa 
-Submitted by Cile Crowder, Policy Coordinator 




